
Gift

request.

July 2011

163 East 18 th Street
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

920.922.7211
920.922.8690 (Fax)

office@grcfdl.org
�v www.grcfdl.org �v

�‰��Hymn Sing
Celebration

at Grace Reformed Church

���‰���6�X�Q�G�D�\����July 24th at 3:00 P.M.

Invite your family, friends and neighbors!

Mark your calendars and join us as we
"Sing Praises to the Lord".

And the winner is...
Congratulations to Debbie

Bohrer who won the
Gift Card when her name was

drawn from those that
responded to last month’s

request. Be sure to look for the
hidden message in this

month’s issue!

Note from Pastor Barry
Prayer Opportunities
Note from Pastor Grant
This & That
Hymn Sing
Military Thanks
Family Corner
Note from Tim
Mission
Women of Grace
Realm of Grace
Evangelism
Praise &
Ministry
Offering
Newsletter Deadline

Also in this issue
�x Youth
�x Birthday & Anniversary Calendar
�x Church

Hymn Sing�‰
Celebration

at Grace Reformed Church

July 24th at 3:00 P.M. ���‰��

Invite your family, friends and neighbors!

Mark your calendars and join us as we
Sing Praises to the Lord".

In This Issue
Note from Pastor Barry 2
Prayer Opportunities 2

from Pastor Grant 3
This & That 4
Hymn Sing 4
Military Thanks 4

Corner 5
Note from Tim 5
Mission Corner 6
Women of Grace 7
Realm of Grace 8
Evangelism 9
Praise & Prayer 10
Ministry Schedule 11
Offering Totals 12
Newsletter Deadline 12

Also in this issue-
Youth Calendar
Birthday & Anniversary Calendar
Church Schedule



News from Leadership
Dear Grace Family,

As I woke up early this morning to pray and prepare for my
trip to Grand Rapids Michigan to be a delegate at the RCA
General Synod denominational meetings, I read a blog from
John Piper that reminded me of some great truths that I
want to share with you all. I was stuck by the thought that
God was up all night protecting and preparing me and all of
you for what He was going to do in and through us during
the day--working on our behalf. O what truth this is! For
every follower of Jesus Christ. Let me encourage you with
it. Psalm 121:2-3 says it plainly: “My help comes from the
Lord, who made heaven and earth. He will not let your foot
be moved, he who keeps you will not slumber.” The one
who helps you never sleeps. He stays up all night, every
night.
Do you need help? I do. Where do you look for help? When
the Psalmist lifted up his eyes to the hills and asked, “From
where does my help come?” he answered, “My help comes
from the Lord”—not from the hills, but from the God who
made the hills. So he reminded himself of two great truths:
one is that God is a mighty Creator over all the problems of
life; the other is that God never sleeps.
God is a tireless Worker. Think of God as a Worker in your
life. Yes, it is amazing. We are prone to think of ourselves as
workers in God’s life. But the Bible wants us first to be
amazed that God is a Worker in our lives: “From of old no
one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a
God besides thee, who works for those who wait for
him” (Isaiah 64:4).
God is working for us around the clock. He does not take
days off and he does not sleep. In fact he is so eager to
work for us that he goes around looking for more work to do
for people who will trust him: “The eyes of the Lord run to
and fro throughout the whole earth, to show his might in
behalf of those whose heart is whole toward him” (2
Chronicles 16:9.
God loves to show his tireless power and wisdom and
goodness by working for people who trust him. Jesus was
the main way the Father showed this: “The Son of man
came not to be served but to serve” (Mark 10:45). Jesus
works for his followers. He serves them.
He keeps on doing this now that he is risen and reigning
with the Father in heaven. Paul experienced this in a
powerful way: “I will not venture to speak of anything except
what Christ has worked through me to win obedience
from the Gentiles, by word and deed” (Romans 15:18).
Christ worked for Paul all his life. At the very end of his life,
in his last letter, he said, “The Lord stood by me and gave

me strength to proclaim the message fully” (2 Timothy
4:17). Through all his life Paul could say, “I can do all things
through him who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). Jesus
is the great Worker, the great strength-giver.
The eagerness of God to work for us is amazing. His eyes
are running to and fro, looking for opportunities to work for
people who trust him. And he is “pursuing us with goodness
and mercy all our days” (Psalm 23:6). He is not just waiting
for us to get His help, He is seeking ways to give us help.
And He is doing this with overflowing eagerness. “I will not
turn away from doing good to them; and I will put the fear of
me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me. I will
rejoice in doing them good … with all my heart and all my
soul” (Jeremiah 32:40-41).
No wonder He stays up all night. With all his heart and all
his soul he works for those who wait for him and trust him.
This is what we must believe—really believe—in order to
“rejoice always” Philippians 4:4) and “give thanks in
everything” (Ephesians 5:20) and have the “peace that
passes understanding” (Philippians 4:7), and “be anxious for
nothing” (Philippians 4:6) and “love our neighbor as we love
ourselves” (Matthew 22:39).
What a truth! What a reality! God is up all night and all day
to work for those who wait for him.
I am praying for you...

Love,
Pastor Barry

Prayer for the GRC Leadership Team

 Pray for the Elders to have courage to lead the GRC
family towards God's purposes.

 Pray for the deacons to have wisdom as they care for
hurting people.

 Pray for the GRC ministry team leaders to experience
God's power as they lead their teams.

 Pray for the staff to stay balanced as they live out their
calling at church and at home.

Prayer Opportunities
 8:00am Sundays- Prayer Room—praying for the first

service.

 10:30am Sundays- Prayer Room—praying for the second
service and for those needing prayer.

 6:30am- Wednesdays, Men’s Prayer- Prayer Room /
Women's Prayer - Drendel home

 8:30am & 10:45am- Prayer Room—praying during the
worship service.

 Prayer Walking—during the week

 Corporate Prayer event--once a month



Dear Youth Families,

Well our summer is in full swing and there are more great
outings for us to look forward to. Below are some of the exciting
events we have for the month of July. Please note: Jr. High/Sr.
High Youth will not meet on Sunday, July 3, due to the
Independence Day long weekend, but we will meet on the July
10, 17, 24 & 31.

 July 4-10 - Pastor Grant on vacation
 “Lifest 2011”, Wednesday, July 6 – Sunday, July 10:

While this IS NOT A YOUTH SPONSORED EVENT
encourage you to enjoy the fun, festivities and bands at this
annual event. (Check www.lifest.com for details)

 Merge High School Conference, Grand Rapids, MI
Monday, July 11 – Saturday, July 16: This is a
hands-on, theologically deep, experience
awakens students to a new purpose and identity found in
God’s Story. (Registration is now CLOSED for this event)

 Woodlands Senior Park Ministry, Wednesday,
This is a fun time of interaction with the residents at
Woodlands. We will leave GRC at 10:00am
3:00pm. Bring a sack meal, drink, a good attitude and a
smile. There is no cost for this outing.

 Hobbs Woods Nature Trail, Wednesday, July 27:
fun in the sun. Leave GRC at 10:00am and r
Bring hat, old clothes, closed shoes, sunscreen, sack lunch,
water, bug repellent. There is no cost for this event.

Please feel free to call or email if you have
concerns about any of these events or if you wish to participate
in any of them.
In His service

Evangephobia: Fear and Loathing in a Post
Modern World

Antiquated and Intolerant?

Why is sharing our faith such a challenge? Why do
tend to think of evangelism as an antiquated, intolerant thing of
the past?

I believe there are several things that contribute to our
conflicted attitudes when it comes to evangelism. Let's take a
look.

Reason #1: Fear
What will my friends think if I talk about Jesus?
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tend to think of evangelism as an antiquated, intolerant thing of

I believe there are several things that contribute to our
conflicted attitudes when it comes to evangelism. Let's take a

hink if I talk about Jesus?

Fear of rejection looms large for everyone. But did you know
that there's help for overcoming this fear straight from the pages
of Scripture? And here it is: The promise that God goes with us
and provides His power as we share
others. Check out 2 Timothy 1:7
spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self
So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord.”

Both you and your teens need to learn to rel
and promises by praying for your lost friends and asking God to
go before you. Prayer will give you the courage you need to
step out bravely.

Reason #2: Live and Let Live

Others' spiritual beliefs aren't my business.
Sometimes we think evangelism is about being a pushy,
preachy pit bull. In our “live and let live” world, we've somehow
bought into the perception that initiating spiritual conversations
is inappropriate or intrusive. It can seem so intolerant. But in
actuality, evangelism is about giving away the best news on the
planet. It's about reaching into other's lives with Jesus' grace
and truth.

That why it's critical that we get this straight in our heads: Jesus'
message is “the truth” and not just another lifestyle option.

Whether our friends know it or not, they need Jesus. At the core
of every human is a gaping hole, a hole that can be temporarily
filled with stuff, sports, or sin, to name a few of the most popular
diversions. But the only thing that can truly, fully, and
permanently fill the gaping void is a relationship with Jesus. Life
without God is like having a car without an engine or a cell
phone without a service provider. It's the existence of God that
gives us the basis for hope in life, both now and forever.

All of us need to understand that we can help others fill that
invisible, unquenchable need for God by sharing the gospel
with them. It's not intolerant to share the truth with others. It's a
gift that both you and your teenagers must learn to give away to
others in a clear and compelling way.

Tackling Your Evangephobia
and think through what a Christlike response would look like in
the two faith-sharing blockers we've identified:
Fear: Isaiah 41:13; Psalm 27:1;
Live and Let Live Attitude: 2 Corinthians 5:14
Peter 3:18; Hebrews 13:12.

Use these verses to start getting to the root of your own
intimidation about sharing your faith. Once you've started to
wrestle with some of you own personal stuff, identify one thing
you can change this week to make evangelism more of a
priority.

Fear of rejection looms large for everyone. But did you know
that there's help for overcoming this fear straight from the pages
of Scripture? And here it is: The promise that God goes with us
and provides His power as we share His love and truth with
others. Check out 2 Timothy 1:7-8: “For God has not given us a
spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.
So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord.”

Both you and your teens need to learn to rely on God's power
and promises by praying for your lost friends and asking God to
go before you. Prayer will give you the courage you need to
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All of us need to understand that we can help others fill that
invisible, unquenchable need for God by sharing the gospel
with them. It's not intolerant to share the truth with others. It's a
gift that both you and your teenagers must learn to give away to
others in a clear and compelling way.

Tackling Your Evangephobia - Reflect on the following Scripture
and think through what a Christlike response would look like in

sharing blockers we've identified:
Fear: Isaiah 41:13; Psalm 27:1; Hebrews 13:6; John 14:27.
Live and Let Live Attitude: 2 Corinthians 5:14-20; John 20:21; 1
Peter 3:18; Hebrews 13:12.

Use these verses to start getting to the root of your own
intimidation about sharing your faith. Once you've started to

of you own personal stuff, identify one thing
you can change this week to make evangelism more of a



This and That

Hymn Sing
Celebration

at Grace Reformed Church

Sunday, July 24th at 3:00 P.M.

Mark your calendars and join us as we
"Sing Praises to the Lord".

We will have a lite supper in the Fellowship Hall
following the "Sing".

Please sign up at the Information Center and include
the number of persons you are inviting to the

fellowship supper. Invite your family, friends and
neighbors as we lift our

voices in song.

The Senior Adult Ministry of Grace Reformed Church
has planned this event.

Contact persons are Elder Bill Hageman 922-2682
and Pastor Howie Vande Guchte 922-1100

_________________________________________

Men's Ministry
is sponsoring a
family outing to the
TimberRattlers baseball
game scheduled for
Saturday, July 30th. The
outing will consist of a bus
ride to and from the game,
tail-gating and some family games before the game,
the game itself and fireworks after the game. The
cost of this event is $15.00 per person. The $15.00
covers your reserved seat at the game, the bus ride
and a tailgate lunch.
The bus will leave Community Church at 3:00 p.m.
and should return around 11:00 p.m.
Please sign up at the info center before July 17th for
this event. If you have any questions please talk to
Keith Bestul or call (920) 918-9617.

Thank You Thank You Thank You
Adopt A Soldier Project

On May 19 nine packages were shipped out to our
men and women in service. Along with the packages went
13 letters from the Grace family. I would also like to thank
all of you for your monetary gift. God truly used His
people when the funds were low to bring a glimpse of
love, support and hope for our men and women serving. I
personally saw God at work in a time of need. Thank you
so much. 11 Corinthians 9:7 says For God loves a cheerful
giver. We are continuing to collect items for our Adopt a
Soldier program. Check out the table in the narthex.
Thanks again you have been a blessing to so many. If you
have any questions contact Bonnie Springborn
(coordinator) 923-0500

Evangelism Committee

Thank You God for Everything
Thank you, God, for everything—

The big things and the small –
For every good gift comes from God,

The Giver of them all
And all too often we accept

Without any thanks or praise
The gifts God sends as blessings

each day in many ways.
And so at this time

we offer up a prayer
To thank You, God, for giving us

A lot more than our share.
First, thank you for the little things

that often come our way—
The things we take for granted

And don’t mention when we pray—
The unexpected courtesy,

The thoughtful, kindly deed,
A hand reached out to help us

in the time of sudden need.
Oh, make us more aware, dear God,

Of little daily graces
That come to us with sweet surprise

from never-dreamed-of places.
Then thank you for the miracles
We are much too blind to see,
And give us new awareness

of our many gifts from Thee.
And help us to remember

That the key of life and living
Is to make each prayer a prayer of thanks

And each day a day of thanksgiving.



Why Play is so Important
"You don't quit playing because you get old, you get old because you
quit playing" Anonymous

Play is the Portal

The night our youngest son came home from college there was much
work to do to unload the boxes ands bins from his dorm room before
he would head off for a summer mission project. There was also so
much to catch up on. So I did with him what I've done since he was a
small boy to connect, and to pave the way for a smooth transition for
the work.

I baked cookies with him!

As we added ingredients, mixed, and rolled out the cookies, we
talked about school, about life and relationships. And we laughed,
just like we have so many times over the years.

In our home we did our best to be intentional with our children about
chores, homework, responsibilities and the growth of our kid's
character and faith. But we always did it with a priority on what we
grew to understand is the MOST IMPORTANT THING A PARENT
CAN DO, namely, enjoy your child! Enjoying our children opens their
hearts to the influence of our teaching.

In the furious place of life we lead, we go to our children's games,
concerts, dances, and other activities. We manage schedules and
charts and meals with great energy and effort. We care for the details
needed to run our households. We make a great investment in these
things in order to give our kids the best opportunities and to care well
for the logistics of their lives. In spite of all this investment, too many
parents and teens these days are saying, "Yeah, we love each other.
But we don't like each other very much."

This is tragic.

If we don't learn to enjoy our children, it is difficult if not impossible to
influence them in the areas of faith, discipline, and character
development. Yes, we can cart them from here to there, be
spectators at their events, and organize their lives, but oftentimes this
is not truly connective. It may well just be creating a consumer (your
child) provider (you) relationship.

When we play together we connect. We re-create ourselves for the
more serious aspects of life. We communicate to our children that
they are valuable enough to have time set aside to enjoy them. We
set a tone that says, "Other stuff is important, but the most important
thing is being together and sharing time." Then, as we play, the
child's heart opens to our influence. Even in the context of playing,
but also beyond, we begin talking. We navigate our way through little
dilemmas or conflicts, thus preparing our children for more
substantive encounters with the challenges of life. In this way, play is
a powerful portal to shaping our children's hearts.

So as the weather gets nice and summer approaches, be sure to
make plans to play in ways that your children know you enjoy them.
Because families that play together well are healthy families!

© 2011 Jim Jackson, Connected Families, 566 Bavaria Lane,
Chaska, MN 55318

Lessons from TrueFaced

As many of you know we have been going through the

TrueFaced study on Sunday morning. This time was

intended to train small group leaders for a Fall

church wide TrueFaced launch. We have learned many

important lessons during this first class. I want

to share with you that we will not be doing a church

wide TrueFaced study this coming Fall. We will be

going through TrueFaced with the Elders and Deacons

over the coming months. If your group would like to

go through the TrueFaced study please let me know.

I believe it may be a great study for some groups.

Here are some of the lessons we have learned so far

as we learn to become TrueFaced.

1. TRUST relationships are essential to learn how to

live in His grace. 2. The work needed to realize

grace takes TIME and EFFORT. 3. You must be willing

to take an HONEST assessment of yourself. 4. God’s

Love NEVER fails. 5. In our WEAKNESS His grace is

seen. 6. REPENTANCE is a gift of Grace

7. FORGIVENESS forms the foundation for our

relationship with God and sustains our relationships

with each other. 8. God desires to have you

EXPERIENCE and EXTEND grace in your everyday life.

Small Group Leader / Discipleship Breakfast
Saturday July 16

th
/ GRC Fellowship Hall / 8:00am-10:00am

Anyone who is leading or desires to lead a small group is
invited to this event. We will learn about intentional
leadership and discipleship here at Grace starting with our
families. Husbands and fathers are encouraged to attend
as we learn to lead our families well. Please sign up at the
Information Center or contact Tim Hoeksema.

Fall Adult Education Classes
If you desire to teach an Adult Sunday School class in
the Fall, please contact Tim Hoeksema by July 16th to
set up a meeting. Hoeksema.tim@gmail.com or call

251-2344.

Resources
 7 Marks of a Right Heart

http://theresurgence.com/2011/04/28/7-
marks-of-a-right-heart

 How to Honor Your
Wife http://theresurgence.com/2011/06/0
1/how-to-honor-your-wife

 Dazzle Your Children with the Gospel of
Grace
http://theresurgence.com/2011/06/03/daz
zle-your-children-with-the-gospel-of-grace

 Pastor Dad – Ebook
http://theresurgence.com/files/2011/03/0
2/relit_ebook_pastordad.pdf

Tim Hoeksema 920+251+2344



Mission Corner

Dan Roberts, Dean Beekman and Chris Skogen work on the new deck.

"Hello" from Camp of the Woods! I am writing this
from the wilderness of Northwest Ontario. We drove
up from Wisconsin yesterday. After spending
thirteen hours sitting in the cars, most of us were
ready to stretch our legs and explore the
campground. This morning after breakfast, we
heard a quick message from Johnnie Bates, before

we started to work. Johnnie told us that even
though we are all anxious to get to work, we need
to take some personal time with the Lord. He says
that many people, even though they spend their
lives in church and church activity, they never give
the Lord the time so that they can get to know Him
personally. I don’t think that message should be
ignored. We need the Lord. Please take a little
time to reflect on your own life. Search your daily
schedule and find that time when you can reflect
and commune with God about your life, your

needs and how you can best serve him.

John Cofield, the son of the founder of Camp of
the Woods told us a little about his father and how it
came to pass that he started Camp of the Woods.
He was originally from Tennessee, but he had
always felt a yearning to connect with people,
especially the youth of the north. He moved to
Michigan and served for awhile as a pastor there.
Apparently Michigan was not far enough north, so
he moved on to Dryden, Ontario to pastor a church
there. Shortly after arriving in Dryden he felt the
Lord’s calling to find a place suitable for a youth
camp and to start it from scratch. Many years, and
many trials later

Camp of the Woods is truly a jewel of the
wilderness. Please pray for the camp and the youth
of the northwest Ontario area that it would be used

by the Lord to touch the hearts of the campers and

help them to gain a personal relationship with our
savior.

Over the last few weeks, I have received several
newsletters from missionaries that Grace Church
helps to support. I will include prayer requests and
praise requests from some of them.

The Naidls and the Browns, our Campus Crusade
missionary families will both be spending much of
the summer in Colorado Springs, Colorado. There
they will be taking part in staff training, theology
classes, and a staff meeting for Campus Crusade.
Please pray for safe and comfortable travel and
housing for them. Please also pray that the students
they work with will learn to love God and become
spiritual leaders. Pray for them as they make
decisions regarding the plans for the next school
year.

For Wayne and Miho Jansen and their sons in
Japan. Praise the Lord that they were no in the
path of the earthquake or tsunami. Pray that the
Lord would guide them as the country works to
recover and rebuild after that tragedy.

For Caleb and Joanna Swart: Pray for the resources
as Caleb and his father work to build fifty more
windmills for the Daasanech people that they
serve. Pray that Caleb’s mango island project id
successful in providing a needed food addition for
the people of the area. Pray that Joana’s efforts at
providing medical knowledge and treatment for
the natives is successful.

Don’t forget to say "Hi" to the Fergusons and get to
know them as they stay in the MISSION house!

Dean, Dan, Chris and Brenden Beekman put up the new sill plate.



Helping Women Connect and Grow WOMEN OF GRACE Women to God and Women to Women

Core – Prayer

Seeds – Studying the Word of God

Leaf – Growing Relationships
Fruit – Blessing to the church, community and world

Several women who have been involved in
leadership in women’s ministry met in May to
talk about the direction God desires for this
ministry. Here are some ideas that were
presented:

 Change our mission statement to include
“making disciples” and “supporting and
strengthening families.”

 Foster more one-on-one relationships
between women, as mentors and as
peers.

 Have activities that are just for fun.
 Have two women in each leadership

position, to share responsibility and
ensure there is always one experienced
leader.

 Talk about God’s design for families,
including what it means to be a
submissive wife.

 Provide childcare for women’s events.
 Use a questionnaire to find women willing

to serve as leaders.
We still desire prayer to discern the next step
God desires for this ministry.

Is God calling you to show love to other women in
practical ways? Please talk to Laurie Milczski about
how you could be involved in women’s ministry.
Here are some ideas:
Women of Grace Directors: have the ultimate
responsibility for following God’s direction of this
ministry and are the guardians of the mission. They
are the “glue” that holds the different segments
together, the communication hub among all the
coordinators.
Prayer Coordinators: provide leadership in prayer
and opportunities for women to pray together.
Events Coordinators: help to organize fellowship
opportunities and set the tone for events.

Mentoring coordinators: build bonds between
women that will help them be strong when the
storms of life come.
Meals Ministry Committee: on a rotating schedule,
call the church office to find out about any meal
needs and then call women who are on our list to
make and deliver the meals.

Need some time to seek God while surrounded by
His creation?
Register now for the Fort Wilderness Women’s Retreat in
McNaughton, Wis., Sept. 29-Oct. 2. Sessions will include
a time of worship and speaker Rhea Briscoe. Rhea is an
active keynote and conference speaker who has a passion
to see women experience the freedom and power found
only in Jesus Christ. She enjoys sharing the love of Christ
and watching women be transformed by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Free time activities include horseback riding,
crafts, shooting ranges, canoeing and pontoon rides, and
relaxing around a campfire. There is also a Campgrounds
Coffeeshop where you can enjoy a cup of coffee or tea.
The price range is $143-$211, depending on where you
stay (the Inn or a cabin) and how many meals you request.
Find out more and register online at fortwilderness.com.

Contact Linda Drendel 979-4592 if you would like
to get a group of ladies to go together.

Our “Life Recovery Bible Study” meets each
Thursday morning at 9:30 a.m. This group is for
people who have battled addictions, as well as
friends and family of people who battle addiction.
Each participant receives a special Bible that
addresses recovery. Contact Estelle 322-1973.

There are two women's Bible studies offered each
Tuesday morning at Grace this summer. One is
“Creative Correction," led by Laurie
Milczski. Through this 7-week DVD study, Lisa
Whelchel offers creative ideas to teach your kids
about the Lord and obedience. The other is led by
Inez Koechel. We meet in the rooms upstairs from
9:15 to 11 a.m. Child care is provided and is paid for
by donations from all who attend. Contact Laurie
933-2249 or Inez 539-8192.

See your bulletin for information on the Monday
evening Bible study.



Realm of Grace

Does God hate the Knebels?
In the beginning of the year 2000 there was this nice big family

that lived on the end of a nice cul de sac in a nice suburb of
Milwaukee with a nice big yard with nice fruit trees and a very nice
family dog. It was the Ray Knebel family. There was Ray & his
wife, their oldest daughter Holly (who was doing her senior year of
high school in Africa with Ray’s missionary sister) and 5 more
wonderful kids (ages 10-15) at home. The Knebels had the most
amazing grandma (Bev) who would come and pick up the kids and
take them to a park and McDonalds on a regular basis and tell
them bible stories at her home. She would go on vacations with
them to door county or Florida or South Carolina and loved the
grandkids dearly. And they loved her. They had a dog (missy)
who was not your ordinary dog. Part retriever and who knows what
else, but a real dog, not one of those little ones that you have to
worry about stepping on and are finicky and yippy. She would lay
on the sofa with her head on your leg when you needed some
comfort and instinctively go do something else when you had
enough. The kids would line up on the steps of the 2 story colonial
some mornings to get a hug and their lunches from Ray as they
went off to school. Missy got in line with them and when she got
her hug she would run back up the stairs and get in line again for
another hug. She simply was the best dog ever.

The year 2000 turned out to be a rough year for the Knebels. In
early spring Ray’s wife left him and the kids, in June grandma Bev
(ray’s mom) died suddenly & (you guessed it) missy got hit by a car
chasing a rabbit on labor day in front of most of the family. She
died on the way to the vet. For Ray and the kids the rest of that
school year was a blur of going to work & school, of laundry,
grocery shopping, making meals, resale store shopping, doing our
chores & cleaning the house together on Sundays after church.
Spiritually a bit numb. Emotionally raw.

Enough of the 3rd person description.
You can always find someone who has it worse than you –

while that may give you some small amount of perspective it does
NOT take any of your pain away at all. If God is sovereign and all-
powerful (He is) why doesn’t He do something about my troubles?
I know He’s given man free will to make all kinds of messes and
because of the fall there is death and disease and all manner of
chaos. But, this is MY life and MY problems and MY pain. Didn’t
He say something about not giving us more than we can bear? In
Joni Erickson Tada’s book, “When God Weeps”, Joni tells the story
of a friend of hers, a quadriplegic, who was laying on his bed near
the patio doors when a line of biting ants made their way under the
door, up the legs of the bed and tortured him for hours. Why would
God cause this? Or allow this in His “permissive” will? Or not
notice because He is too busy?

The following summer of 2001 we took the summer off from
going to church. We sarcastically joked that “God hates the
Knebels”, so why go to His house. If you weren’t sure of
someone’s love or care or even friendship would you go out to
lunch with that person? Would you want to spend any time with
them? By the end of the summer we missed Him and went back.
Besides, as Peter said “where else would we go to find life”. In
John 16:33 Jesus says “in this world you will have trouble”. The
new testament clearly says that there will be trials and troubles of
all kinds. Just look at the lives of Paul or Job. But, Psalm 34 says

– “The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous….the righteous cry out
, and the Lord hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles.

Some Christians are of the opinion that we shouldn’t talk about
our doubts or struggles or personal stuff. Like it puts God in a bad
light. I disagree. Stuffed thoughts and feelings don’t go away and
everyone is, or will be, dealing with these types of things sooner or
later in their own lives. It’s better to share them in a safe
environment. This has been a hard blog to write and barely made
the deadline because I don’t have a nice, neat, clean answer to the
very real question in many peoples minds of why does God allow
so much pain in our lives or the lives of our loved ones. Books
have been written by C.S. Lewis, and Joni and many many others
trying to answer this question with good theology and rational
thinking and sensitivity but, when you are in the middle of it, the
usual theories pretty much go right out the window. It becomes
personal between you and God.

Sometime later I decided to do something a little different with
my morning prayer time. I brought a chair into my bedroom and I
sat on the chair and imagined Jesus sitting on the bed. Instead of
the usual whining and begging I just sat there in silence staring out
the window imagining Jesus with me in the room. After 10 or 15
minutes a song came into my mind. It wasn’t from K-love or
church, it was from “the fiddler on the roof”. “Do you love me?” It
was the question of my heart, and in my mind I sang it to Jesus.
And in my mind or spirit He answered back. “Do I WHAT?” And I
began to think of some of the things He had done for me and how
He had put up with all my sin and disbelief and ignoring Him over
the years. That morning didn’t change any of my circumstances,
but it began to change something in me. John Lynch in his true-
faced message powerfully portrays Jesus with his arm around us
telling us that He has our backs. In John 16:33 Jesus, besides
telling us that we will have trouble also tells us that we may have
peace and He says for us to take heart! That he has overcome the
world. I have come to the conclusion that the only thing
guaranteed is that Jesus will be with me in whatever I go through
and that it all turns out in the end. I have to trust Him with all the
rest. In this life I don’t think there will be a truly satisfactory answer
to the problem of pain.

I had a bad week this past week. Mostly work stuff involving a
small business that I have including having just under $1000 in
cash stolen (most likely an inside job). This really hurt financially
and emotionally. So, for 36hrs. or so I was back in the funk. God,
do you really have my back? The next night I came home to green
lake from Milwaukee and Dana had a little thing planned out for
me. It included a little tlc and watching a Gaithers video that she
discovered the night before. The song that she had for me was “I’d
rather have Jesus” by Jason Crabb and the Crabb family. “I’d
rather have Jesus than silver or gold………..”. We watched it a
couple of times and talked and cried and prayed together. I not
only have Jesus, but I have a wonderful wife that He gave me to go
through life with. I’m back on the road of recovery in less than 2
days compared to months. Maybe that’s progress. To believe that
I’m “chosen, holy & beloved” (Col 3:12nasb) in the face of painful
circumstances.
Does God hate the Knebels? NO NO NO. He loves the Knebels!
He loves Ray Knebel! And He loves YOU!!
Ray Knebel Comments? thegraceblog@yahoo.com



Evangelism

The Fifth Commandment is the first
commandment that comes with a
promise – That your days be long
and that it may go well with you.

Honor your father and your mother,
that your days may be long in the
land that the Lord your God is giving
you. Exodus 20:12

All the Commandments were meant to give
a new quality of life without creating a merit system
to gain eternal life. The Fifth Commandment shows
us the great value of honoring and respecting the
inferiors, superiors and equals in our lives. To
honor your father and mother is: to esteem and
prize them highly, to care for them by
demonstrating affection for them, to show respect,
fear and reverence toward them. One who will not
submit to the authority of his parents, who are
God’s agents to train and discipline him, is very
unlikely to submit to God’s authority and obey
God’s Law.

If we stop at the surface of the Fifth
Commandment, we might think that we stand a
good chance of claiming we have kept this
Commandment. Rather we find that the deeper we
dig in the Commandment, the closer we get to
God; the higher the expectations are in keeping it.
Let’s go deeper and examine all the aspects of the
Fifth Commandment. The Commandment doesn't
limit us only to our natural parents, but all inferiors,
superiors and equals are to be honored in heart,
word and behavior. Included are:
The Natural Father - Our fathers of the flesh; the
ones given to us by God. We should show
reverence to our parents by a submissive behavior
and show honor by careful obedience in following
their advice.
The Ancient Father - Our seniority who do not
lack in piety. They are sages, who have walked the
walk and talked the talk. Heed their council.
The Domestic Father - Our masters and
employers of whom we receive wages in exchange
for labor. You cannot obey your Master in heaven if
you cannot obey your earthly master.
The Political Father - Our Kings, presidents,
rulers and authorities. The magistrate and
government officials of our lives should be prayed
for that they would stand and defend justice while

receiving the blessings of the Gospel of peace and
the peace of the Gospel.
The Spiritual Father - Our pastors, ministers of
the Word, those of whom God has used in our lives
as instruments in the new birth. Honor them by
showing respect and conforming to their doctrine.
Our Heavenly Father - A father is but the
instrument of conveying life, but God is the original
cause of our being. Honor our heavenly Father by
obeying Him, standing for His truth and suffering
for His sake. He is worthy of fear and adoration
and praise.

For disobeying the Fifth Commandment,
there awaits serious repercussion and punishment
for sons and daughters in this life and the next.
Solomon warns of the fruits of foolish, rebellious
children (Proverbs 10:1, 15:20, 17:25, 19:26). The
only thing that comes from disobedient offspring is
grief, sorrow, shame and reproach. God’s
promises of judgment on the sons of disobedience
are made known in Proverbs 20:20, 30:10-17. The
God of the Bible is very serious about inferiors
usurping the authority of superiors He has put in
place, beginning with parents.

Again, the lawful use of the Law is to show
us how far we have fallen short of God’s perfect
standard. The Law brings the knowledge of sin.
The best of us haven’t honored our parents as we
should. However, in witnessing, you will encounter
some who will contend that they have kept this
Commandment and have perfectly honored their
parents. They therefore need to be confronted with
the sins of the flesh first before they are confronted
with this Commandment. Have they lied? Have
they stolen? Almost everyone will admit to lying
and stealing; therefore, they have dishonored their
parents’ name by being a lying thief.

Even though we have failed innumerably to
honor our fathers or to be a father worthy of honor,
God the Father has done the most loving and
honorable thing by giving His obedient Son as a
gift of grace to justify those who have faith in His
perfect Son, Jesus Christ. In Luke 15, Jesus
explained in the Parable of the Prodigal, there was
a father waiting with open arms to reconcile with
both the younger son and older son. In that way,
our Heavenly Father has made reconciliation
through faith and repentance in His Son. Seek the
Son. Seek the Father.



Praise The Lord!
† Praise God for who He is!

Pray for those in the Military:
■ Alex Skogen
■ Ashley Zorn- Hawaii
■ Austin Knebel
■ Brian Beuten- Afghanistan
■ Carl Havens - Afghanistan
■ Ezra Swanson - Fort Leonard Wood, MO
■ Jacob Bosma - Afghanistan
■ Joshua Bledsoe - home
■ Micah Swanson - Afghanistan
■ Read DelPonte - Alaska
■ Robert Heidel- Iraq
■ Ryan Merrill - Germany
■ Tommy Flynn
■ Trent Perkins
■ Trevor Burns - Clarksville, TN
■ William Goodacre - Afghanistan
■ Zack Heeringa

Pray for those in Nursing Homes:
■ Hazel Bell (GranCare)
■ Jim & Dorothy VandeBerg (Walnut Grove)
■ Lavern Riel (Prairie Ridge)
■ Margaret Pennings (FdL Lutheran Home)
■ Susan Merkt (Walnut Grove)
■ Charles Kikkert (All About Life)

Pray For Those With Long Term Needs:
■ Albert Riemersma ■ Corinne Skogen
■ Gary Vande Berg ■ Hidden Message
■ Janet Rubritus ■ Jonathon Foster
■ Marlene Ellefson ■ Nancy Hoffman
■ Steve Bolda ■ Wendy Stone

Fort Leonard Wood, MO

Jim & Dorothy VandeBerg (Walnut Grove)

Margaret Pennings (FdL Lutheran Home)

Pray For Those With Long Term Needs:
Corinne Skogen
Hidden Message
Jonathon Foster
Nancy Hoffman

Greetings to all of you from us in Michigan!

It has been four weeks since we moved from Fond du Lac to the
Holland, Michigan area. Although we are adjusting well to our
new location and enjoying family and meeting new
often think of our extended family friends at Grace Church. We
are so thankful that God blessed us with 41 years in Fondy and
especially being part of His family at Grace.

Thank you all for your many well wishes expressed personally,
through cards, and in the memory book which we received
recently. Each one of you has given us unique memories of our
association together which we will always cherish. We have
been so blessed to have had the privilege of working with many
of you in efforts to serve the Lord together in many different
ministry efforts at Grace. Thank you for allowing us to share with
you in serving Him through our years there.

We remember you in our thoughts and prayers and know that
God continues to have His wonderful plans a
out through all of you at Grace. If you come to our area, we
would love to have you stop in to see us. Our address is: 1620
High Pointe Dr., Zeeland, MI 49464. Our phone #s are 616
9588 (H), 616-403-6588 (Vern’s Cell), and 616
(Eunie’s Cell). Email address is

Pray For a Moral
Nation

O Heavenly Father,
I know that the

spirit of worldliness
can creep into the
Body of Christ very
subtly, and before we know it, we can so easily be
led astray. I pray You send Your Holy Spirit upon
us, so that a moral, Christian voice can be heard
and heeded by our leaders and the media. Cause
us, as Christians, to become the standard bearers
to such a degree that we can profoundly affect the
morality of this nation. Turn our people's hearts to
You. Open our eyes that we may see the error of

our ways. Gather all Christians together so that we
form a united front against the wickedness and

snares of the devil. Disarm the evildoers, leaving
them powerless and not in control of our great

nation. Inspire our media
reporters, filmmakers,
a truly moral social justice and morally righteous
entertainment and fashion. Be our strength when
we are tempted to succumb to
ways. Help us to lead our lives all for the greater
honor and glory of God the Fa

the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Greetings to all of you from us in Michigan!

It has been four weeks since we moved from Fond du Lac to the
Holland, Michigan area. Although we are adjusting well to our
new location and enjoying family and meeting new friends, we
often think of our extended family friends at Grace Church. We
are so thankful that God blessed us with 41 years in Fondy and
especially being part of His family at Grace.

Thank you all for your many well wishes expressed personally,
cards, and in the memory book which we received

recently. Each one of you has given us unique memories of our
association together which we will always cherish. We have
been so blessed to have had the privilege of working with many

erve the Lord together in many different
ministry efforts at Grace. Thank you for allowing us to share with
you in serving Him through our years there.

We remember you in our thoughts and prayers and know that
God continues to have His wonderful plans and purposes lived
out through all of you at Grace. If you come to our area, we
would love to have you stop in to see us. Our address is: 1620
High Pointe Dr., Zeeland, MI 49464. Our phone #s are 616-741-

6588 (Vern’s Cell), and 616-403-6589
(Eunie’s Cell). Email address is vejurgens@charter.net.

Our love in Christ to all of you,
Vern & Eunie Jurgens

subtly, and before we know it, we can so easily be
led astray. I pray You send Your Holy Spirit upon
us, so that a moral, Christian voice can be heard

d by our leaders and the media. Cause
us, as Christians, to become the standard bearers
to such a degree that we can profoundly affect the
morality of this nation. Turn our people's hearts to
You. Open our eyes that we may see the error of

all Christians together so that we
form a united front against the wickedness and

snares of the devil. Disarm the evildoers, leaving
them powerless and not in control of our great

nation. Inspire our media--television, newscasters,
reporters, filmmakers, and celebrities--to promote
a truly moral social justice and morally righteous
entertainment and fashion. Be our strength when
we are tempted to succumb to worldly things and
ways. Help us to lead our lives all for the greater
honor and glory of God the Father, the Son, and

the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GRC Ministry Schedules Thank you for serving!

Ministry Date 1st Service 2nd Service

Greeters 7/3 Roland & Mary Ritzema Judy Albert, Arline Wisse

7/10 Mark & Kim Hopper Jeff & Jenny Smet

7/17 Joe & Dorothy Cameron Dan & Tracy Roggentine

7/24 Mary Kay Brockman, Nancy Wuest Dean & Mary Beth Beekman

7/31 Bill & Kathy Veenendaal Ron & Lois Kautzer

Prayer Partners 7/3 Greg & Robin Fuhrman Chuck & Toni Stanley

7/10 Dorothy Cameron, Bonnie Springborn Jack & Jan Witte

7/17 Diane Nick, Linda Drendel Bill Hageman, Judy Albert

7/24 Tony & Ginny Ferdinand Del & Hope DelPonte

7/31 Chuck & Toni Stanley Greg & Robin Fuhrman

Projection 7/3 Laura Streeter Laura Streeter

7/10 Keith Bestul Brady Beekman

7/17 Dorothy Cameron Josh Schaalma

7/24 Noel Skogen Brady Beekman

7/31 Emily Skogen Dorothy Cameron

Children's Church 7/3 Jean Merrill, Katie Bolda

7/10 Linda Drendel

7/17 Linda Drendel

7/24 Linda Drendel

7/31 Carol Bauer, Terissa Heeringa

Video Ministry 7/3 TBD

7/10 TBD

7/17 TBD

7/24 TDB

7/31 TBD
Sound & Light 7/3 Alex Kolb

7/10 Sergio Hernandez
7/17 Ty Fairbanks
7/24 Grant Baumgart
7/31 Terry Streeter

Close the Building 7/3 Dennis Sabel

7/10 Joe Cameron

7/17 Dan Luedke

7/24 Bill Hageman

7/31 Jack Witte
FIRST IMPRESSIONS 7/3 White Team

7/10 Yellow Team
7/17 Orange Team
7/24 Blue Team
7/31 Green Team

Ushers Randy Scott, Jack Hamilton, Ty Fairbanks, Jim Bentley



163 East 18th Street
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

Grace Church Staff:
Head Pastor & Chief Shepherd Jesus Christ

Senior Pastor
Barry Vegter cell phone 948.5702
Email: vegter@grcfdl.org

Youth & Family Pastor
Grant Baumgart cell phone 948.6373
Email: baumgart@grcfdl.org

Seniors Ministry Pastor
Howie Vande Guchte phone 922.1100

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Linda Drendel cell phone 979.4592
Email: lindadrendel@yahoo.com

Adult Ministry Guy
Tim Hoeksema cell phone 251-2344
Email: hoeksema.tim@gmail.com

Elder on Call 948.9262
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Administrative Assistant
Sue Skogen Office: 922.7211

Office Assistant
Joan Schouten

Custodian
Laura Streeter

Offering & Attendance
5/22 $7,800.42 200/100
5/29 $3,418.03 145 /150
6/05 $12,898.35 240/108

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please submit information for the August Words of
Grace to the church office by July 10th. You can
contact the office at 922.7211 or office@grcfdl.org

Office Hours are:
 Monday -Thursday: 7:30 - 4:30pm
 Friday 7:30am - noon


